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Emergence of ‘sustainability’

Dr. Jaber Eid Al-Wanda
International Consultant, Sustainable Development
Deputy General Manager — Al-Najat Charity

n the previous article, we briefly

touched on the definition of sus-
tainability. Let me continue, dear
reader, with a quick overview of
the key milestones that led to the
adoption of the United Nations™ 17
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which the member states
of the United Nations should ob-
serve and adhere to.

The beginning was in 1972
when the United Nations held a
conference  on
the environment
and human be-
ings in Stock-
holm, through
which interest
in comprehen-
sive  develop-
ment began to
grow. This con-
ference paved X
the way for the DrAl-Wanda
emergence of the term sustainable
development. In 1983, the United
Nations General Assembly estab-
lished the World Commission on
Environment and Development
(WCED), which later became
known as the Brundtland Com-
mission. In 1987, the commis-
sion published a report titled *Our
Common Future’, in which sus-
tainable development was defined
in its previous sense, a definition
that was later adopted and widely
spread.

In 1992, the United Nations
held the Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, which led to the
establishment of the United Na-
tions Commission on Sustainable
Development (CS5D), making the
concept of sustainable develop-
ment a global concern. Then, in
2000, the Millennium Summit
took place in New York, resulting

in the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), which aimed to
be achieved by the end of 2015.
These eight goals were: eradicat-
ing poverty and hunger, achieving
universal primary education, pro-
moting gender equality and em-
powering women. reducing child
mortality, improving maternal
health, combating HIV/AIDS, ma-
laria, and other diseases, ensuring
environmental sustainability, and
developing a global partnership for
development.

In 2002, the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (WSSD)
was held in Johannesburg, South
Africa, where the previous eight
goals were reaffirmed, and addi-
tional goals were added, such as
reducing the harmful effects of
chemicals and halting biodiversity
loss. In 2012, the United Nations
convened a conference on sustain-
able development in Rio de Janei-
ro (Rio+20). where it was agreed
to establish common goals to be
included in the post year 2015 de-
velopment agenda, with a focus on
the principle of “sustainable devel-
opment” and its social, environ-
mental, and economic dimensions.

Then came 2015, the year when
the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a resolution to
include the 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) in the
sustainable development agenda
for countries through 2030. This
resolution was officially issued in
January 2016.

So, what are these seventeen
goals? What is their relationship to
the charitable sector. and do they
align with our principles, customs,
and priorities?

To be continued
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Sustainability in the field
of humanitarian tasks

Dr. Jaber Eid Al-Wanda
International Consultant, Sustainable Development
Deputy General Manager — Al-Najat Charity

n the previous articles, we discussed

the definition of sustainability, its
relationship with the humanitarian
charitable sector, and the challenges
associated with it. We defined sustain-
able development and briefly traced
the emergence of this term and its con-
nection to sustainability, culminating
in the United Nations” adoption of the
17 Sustainable De-
velopment  Goals
(SDGs) in 2015. In
this article, we will
introduce  these
seventeen  goals
based on the Unit-
ed Nations™ own |
documents.

To begin with,
these  seventeen
goals cover and
address  several ~DrAl-Wanda
issues that are of
priority to the United Nations, society,
and humanity in three main areas and
pillars, which constitute the fields and
frameworks of sustainability: the eco-
nomic, social, and environmental pil-
lars. These three pillars are associated
with international cooperation and
partnerships to achieve these goals.
Recently, there has been a shift toward
using the term “people’ (PEOPLE) in-
stead of or alongside the social pillar,
which we view as a positive develop-
ment, as it emphasizes and focuses on
the core goal of sustainability, which is
‘people.’ These goals also address sev-
eral issues — within the context of these
three pillars, as we mentioned — such
as poverty, hunger, health, education,
climate change, water, sanitation, en-
ergy, environment, social justice, and
gender equality. The United Nations

aims for countries to achieve these
goals by 2030.

The goals can be referenced in the
United Nations document, specifically
in paragraph 54 dated September 23,
2015. Among these goals, several are
particularly relevant to the third sector
in Kuwait, including: “Ending pov-
erty in all its forms everywhere: ending
hunger and ensuring food security and
improved nutrition, and promoting sus-
tainable agriculture; ensuring healthy
lives and well-being for all at all ages;
ensuring inclusive and equitable quality
education and promoting lifelong learn-
ing opportunities for all; ensuring avail-
ability and sustainable management of
water and sanitation for all; promoting
sustained, inclusive, and sustainable
economic growth; reducing inequality
within and among countries; making
cities and human settlements inclusive,
safe, resilient, and sustainable; ensuring
sustainable consumption and produc-
tion patterns; taking urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts;
conserving and sustainably using the
oceans, seas, and marine resources;
protecting terrestrial ecosystems; pro-
moting peaceful and inclusive socie-
ties; and providing access to justice for
all and building effective, accountable,
and inclusive institutions.”

It is noteworthy that these goals
were chosen in a “democratic™ man-
ner, as stated by the United Nations,
with 193 countries participating in
their formulation, along with numer-
ous global civil society organizations.
The United Nations emphasizes this
information to highlight the inclusiv-
ity of these goals and the consensus
around their content and relevance.

— Concluded
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